DEC 05 2007 11:19 FR THOMSON LICENSING 609 734 6888 TO 8. 15712738300 

RECEIVED PATENT 

CUSTOMER NO.: 24498 ggj^ CEMTBR ro020109 

Serial No.: 10/720,917 PUUZUiov 

DEC 0 5 2007 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of the Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A method for communication between technical devices 
being nodes in networks, wherein a common group label is assigned to nodes being a member 
of a group of nodes, and wherein the nodes of said group can cooperate with all other 
members of the same group of nodes, ohoraotorizod by including the steps of: 

- accessing a group of nodes by a nodo not b e ing a m e mber of said group of nod e s; 
dotocting g group label of oaid nod? n'L"?'"'«''"g ""^'^ grmip nf nnHar . ; 

- ohooking whothor nodes with said doteot e d group label arc allowod to oooooo caid 
aooooood group of nodoa; and 

- providing sorvicoo or r e sourooo by oaid group of nod e s to said ooo e oBing nod e 
defining for the group of nodes one or more classes of group labels: 
classifying one or more group labels into a first class: 

detecting in a first node belonging to said group of node s access firom a second node; 
detecting the group label of the second node: 

permitting said access if the group label of the second node is equal to the group label 
of the first node: 

Qtherwise determining if the group label of the second node is classified into the first 
class: and 

permitting said access if the group label of the second node is classified into the first 
class, otherwise rejecting said access . 

2. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1 , wherein tho nodoo of said 
gmnp nra nranign p H tfi nr nndnr nnntml nf tho Qomo uGor. or group of us e rs the first class of 
group labels has one or more subclasses, and wherein different types of access are defined 
depending on the subclass, and wherein also the subclass of the grou p label of the second 
node is determined . 



-3- 

PAGE 3/10 • RCVD AT 12/»20a7 11:19:25 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:U8PTO-EFXRF-S/3S * DNIS:2738300 « CSID:609 734 B888 ' DURATION (inm-ss):1IM4 



DEC 05 2007 11:20 FR THOMSON LICENSING 609 734 6888 TO 8. 15712738300 P. 04 



CUSTOMER NO.: 24498 rm^l09 
Serial No.: 10/720,917 PD020109 

3. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein uuniquo labol io uoed 
for irtrntifi-ii iL r - ri,-,nHnni nnHn fl connection between two nodes has a status, the status 
defining whether both connected nodes belong t o the same proun of nodes or not. 

4. (cxarrently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein said nod e 
r^f pot r»r.i-n fhnn nnp grnnp nf nndcs the nodes of said group of no d es are assigned to or 
under control of the same user, or group of users . 



5. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein the aoooss to oontonto 
moohani gm each node is a member of not more than one g roup of nodes . 

6. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein eharact e riotio 
information rogording th e group of nodots io oontainod in a data s e t, tho data OBt b e ing 
roadabl e for th e nodos being a memb e r of or having ocoeso to paid group of nod e s the access 
to contents or services within said group of nodes can be restricted by a user-independ ent 
lock mechanism. 

7. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein a oonnootion botwoon 
two nodos has a otatuo, th e otatuo d e fining wh e ther both conn e ct e d nodeo b e long to the same 
group of Dodon or not said classification information is contained in a data s e t, the data set 
being readable for the nodes being a member of or having access to said group of nodes . 

8. (currently amended) Method according to claim 1, wherein tho relation botwoon 
groups of nodes i s further gpeoifiod ouoh that if a firot group of nod e s is allow e d to aoc e ss - a 
sooond group of nodos, then said c e cond group of nodoo is also allowed to aooo s s said first 
group of nodes said providing of services or resources by said group of nodes to said 
accessing node is limited to a defined time firame . 

9. (ciurently amended) Method according to claim 1 , wherein th e r e lation botwoon 
groups of nodoo ia furthor isp e oifi e d ouch that if a fir s t group of nod e s is allow e d to acc e ss a 
s e cond group of nodoo, and th e s e cond group of nodoo io allowed to aoo e ss a third group of 
nodeo, then thio eonstollation automatically l e ads to that said fir s t group of nod e s is allow e d 
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d third group of nodes, e ither with or without intoraotion of said a 
»a4^ the relation between grout3S of nodes is fu r ther soecified such that if a first group of 
nodes is allowed to access a second group of nodes, then said second ctoup of nodes is alsQ 
allowed to access said first group of nodes . 

10. (currently amended) An apporatuo for communioation b o t^ i v oo n technical dovioeo 
boing nodos in n e t>vorlcG, whoroin a common group label io aooigncd to nodoo boing a m e mb e r 
of a group of nod e o, and wher e in tho nodoo of said group can ooop e rato with all other 
momb e rs of tho oome group of nodos, th e apporatuo uoing tho m e thod for oommunioation 
according to olaim 1 Method according to claim 1. wherein the relation between groups of 
nodes is further specified bv permitting, if a first group of nodes is a llowed to access a second 
group of nodes, and the second group of nodes is allowed to access a third group of nodes, 
then this constellation leads to that said first group of nodes is allowed to access said third 
group of nodes, either with or without interaction of said second gro up of nodes. 

11. (new) Apparatus for performing communication between technical devices being 
nodes in networks, wherein a common group label is assigned to nodes being a member of a 
group of nodes, and wherein the nodes of said group can cooperate with all other members of 
the same group of nodes, the apparatus including 

means for defining for the group of nodes one or more classes of group labels; 
means for classifying one or more group labels into a first class; 
means for detecting in a first node belonging to said group of nodes access from a 
second node; 

means for detecting the group label of the second node; 

means for permitting said access if the group label of the second node is equal to the 
group label of the first node; 

means for otherwise determining if the group label of the second node is classified 
into the first class; and 

means for permitting said access if the group label of the second node is classified 
into the first class, and for otherwise rejecting said access. 
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